Childhood coma in Ibadan. Relationship to socio-economic factors.
According to the literature, socio-economic factors may contribute more to geographic variations in the aetiology and prognosis of childhood coma than has previously been recognised. This prospective study involving 118 children with strictly defined coma demonstrated that the commonest causes of coma in Ibadan were cerebral malaria (55%), meningitis (13%) and encephalitis (10%). The prognosis was poor. Forty-three (36%) of 118 cases died and 75 (64%) survived, including 23 who showed neurologic deficits. Noteworthy prognostic indices of coma were the aetiology of the condition, the presence of severe anaemia, hypoglycaemia and pneumonia. The findings are discussed in the context of the socio-economic background of children in the tropics.